2801 International Lane, Suite 105
Madison, WI 53704

Phone: (608) 223-1111
Fax: (608) 223-1147

HARVEST/DUMP PIT SAFETY NOTICE
Reprinted with permission from Grain and Feed Association of lllinois

Harvesthas begun and the pace will pick up quickbynow is a gootime to remind your workers and
delivering drivers and farmers of procedut@$ollow when dumping various types of grain vehicles. Common

hazards found during harvest/dump pits include:
Is this a welcome sight?

A Traffic increases

A Speed.of Traffic

A Long hours

A Ilnexperienced .and/or reckl
A Trucks and wagons in bad
Alnexperienced temporary workers

A Cell phone usage

ASmoking in and around dump pits

Each driver/farmer should also be teldthe beginning of the
harvestseason what procedures you want therfollow for each dump pit aneehicle. Please inform
employees of th&llowing list of common sensgrocedures to follow when dumping various types of grain
vehicles:

ANever walk in front of vehicles, evenfithey appear to be out of gear

AAlways make sure the driversees yolbefore you operate any equipment on the vehicle
(If you cannot see the driver in their mirror, then they cannot see yal

AAlways use consistent hand signals

AMake intended/expected movements

AWear high visibility clothing and
appropriate PPE.

ADiscourage cell phone use on facility

ANO SMOKING.

Type of vehicle High visibility vest helps
described in accident. driver see Dump Pit Operator.

Several years ago a farndglivered grain to a
dump pit at aental lllinois grain elevator with a
straight truck and a 460Bushelgravity wagon.
Afterthepartt i me Aharvest e
thestraight truck, the driver of the truck pulled
forward before themployee was out dhe way

of the gravity wagon and the employees b B

<.

struck and killed. The safeprecautions are s 2y
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necessary and caave a life!



Over the years, grain wagons have gotten much bigger while dump pits have not
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tshould be deter mi neod twherntantdhae si svehfeen 4 @«
dump grain and this information should be conveyed to all employees who work in the
dump pits.

Straight Trucks

A Communi cat eal contatt asrmuahyas possible. i s

A Be sure the t opemigthdendigate.s down when

A Once the end gate is open, step to the Il eft/dr
driver in their mirror. This will al sk prevent i
which may fall and hit gu.

ANext, have the driver hoist the
bed slowly to initiate grain
flow into the pit.

ARemain at the side of the
vehicle while the grain is
unloading.

AAdvise your employees also
that there can be foreign
objects in the grairhat could
causeseriousnjury to
workers or equipment.

Foreign object; ladder Safe Zone



Tandem Trucks

A  Communicate and stay in visual contact as much
A When you dump a tandem truck with cargo door s,
AOpen the small gate to take some of the pressure off the center door.

A Next, open the cargo door s.

A Move to the left/driver side of the truck and

Relieve some pressure from the
center door on Tandem Trucks.
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Hopper Bottom Semis

ACommunicate and stay in
visual contact as much as
possible.

ADumping hoppebottom
semis involves opening the
hopper by turning a wheel
on the side of the unit.

ARemember to face the
vehiclesquaréy and to bend
your knees in thiprocess.

A Thi s i s pracass ¢
that requires the operator to:
be comfortable when turning
the crank/wheel.




Gravity Wagons

A  Communicate and stay in visual contact as much
A T ngrlywheels on gravity wagons can easily result in scraped knuckles.

A Be sure to protect your hands by wearing g
A Also, itodés important t dhegrairisconungout. Wagonsi de o
have beeknown to tip to the sidaway from the chute.

Housekeeping

Another important safety concern in the dump pit is housekgefm particular, when dumping soybeans, be
awarethat walking on beans is like walking on littiearbles. Get into the habit qliickly sweeping stray beans
into the dump pit after each lod@élease remind all employees of these common sense procedures. There is a
very realrisk of serious injury or deatlhile working in grain dump pits. These risks can be greatly reduced
with very kasic conrmunication and by beingware of your surroundings.
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Contact theNisconsin AgriBusiness Association office at (§a&3-1111if you have any questiondaut
these or any other topics. The last pagthisfSafety Noticds a sample handout that can bediso inform
your customers of basictions you wouldike them to take or not take. You can customize the handout to suit

your facility.



DUMP PIT SAFETY RULES AND PROCEDURES

Dear Valued Customer:

During harvest several years ago, there was a fatalextt near the dump pit at a country elevator. The
accident involved a straight truck pulling a gravity wagétefer to pictures belowjhe employee of the
elevator finished dumping the truck and before he could get clear of the vehicle, the drivexveigye
forgetting about the wagon he was pulling.aesult, the elevator employe®@s killed when he was strudky
the gravitywagon

Straight Truck with Gravity Wagon

Employee Run Over
by Gravity Wagon

Tragic accidents and neawissaccidents can happen in and around grain eledatop pits if proper safety
precautions are not observedi@Dthe years, various injuri@scluding sprained wristshoulder problems,
broken noses, and loss of teeth haweurred to grain elevatemployees during the harvest seasdg.
following the five simple rules listed below, we will all be able to reduce the likelibbadatality or injury in
or around the grain elevator dump pits this harvest se&saom.cooperation in this safety eftas both
expected and appreciated.

Dump Pit Safety Rules

Follow these simple steps and procedures so everyone can have a safe and productive

harvest:

1. Shift your vehicle into neutral and set the parking brake.

2. Do not begin hoisting dump bed vehicles until instructed to do so.

3. If you have any problems with the mechanism that allows grain to
flow out of your vehicle, inform the dump pit operator of the best
method to operate this problem equipment.

4. DO NOT use cell phones in the dump pit.

5. DO NOT PROCEED BACK TO THE SCALE UNTIL THE DUMP OPERATOR
SIGNALS TO YOU THAT IT IS OK TO MOVE.



